24                     VISIT   TO   THE

consented to make a trial of its virtues.
Abdoola raised the tumbler to his lips.,
and, after two sips,, with a long-drawn in-
spiration between each, fairly emptied it
at a draught, making a sufficient number
of wry faces, in conclusion, and charging
Ms sons not to touch the obnoxious be-
verage. Of the sincerity of his facial dis-
tortions, we had a future opportunity of
judging. Mohammedans fancy all wine,
of whatever growth, must be Madeira; of
which scandal asserts their inordinate
fondness. Abdoola denied having any in
his cellar, but confessed to the possession
of brandy, which he used, he said, to steep
his gun caps in.*

When the heat abated, Abdoola, curvet-
ting along upon his handsome, and gaily
caparisoned Katty mare, led us through
the town, along a good road, skirting the

* To account for a Mahommedan Jemeedar's pos-
session of gun caps, I must observe, that Abdoola had
received, as a present, a very excellent English gun, of
which he was not a little proud.